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SCINAX IMBEGUE. PREDATION. Anurans are preyed upon by 
various predators, including vertebrates and invertebrates (Tole-
do et al. 2007. J. Zool. 271:170–177). Arachnids are the most com-
mon anuran invertebrate predators (Toledo 2005. Herpetol. Rev. 
36:395–400). Here we report a predation event of a Scinax imbeg-
ue male by a Phoneutria keyserlingi (Wandering Spider). At 2056 
h on 7 April 2017, in a swamp at the Reserva Betary, municipal-
ity of Iporanga, São Paulo, Brazil (24.58920°S, 48.628442°W; WGS 
84), we observed an adult male S. imbegue being preyed upon by 
the ctenid spider P. keyserlingi (Fig. 1). Similar reports were pub-
lished for the sister species, Scinax alter, which was preyed upon 
by spiders from the family Psauridae (Marra et al. 2003. Herpe-
tol. Rev. 34:55; Prado and Borgo 2003. Herpetol. Rev. 34:238–239; 
Pinto-Silva 2018. Herpetol. Rev. 49:100–101). Predation of other 
Scinax species by ctenid spiders is well documented (e.g., Cicchi 
2010. Herpetol. Rev. 41:207; Melo-Sampaio et al. 2012. Herpetol. 
Rev. 43: 636–637; Bovo 2013. Herpetol. Rev. 44:300; Fonte 2013. 
Herpetol. Rev. 44:300), indicating that arachnids may be com-
mon predators of this group of frogs. 
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TESTUDINES — TURTLES

ACANTHOCHELYS RADIOLATA (Brazilian Radiolated Swamp 
Turtle). ECTOPARASITES. Brazil has high turtle species diver-
sity, but to date there have been few studies on native chelonian 
ectoparasites. Parasitism is one of the many possible causes for 
declines in turtle populations (Gibbons et al. 2000. BioScience 
50:653–666). Turtles serve as hosts to a variety of ticks (Acari; 
Garcés-Restrepo et al. 2013. Biota Neotrop. 13:74–79), and the 
first step in monitoring the potential threats of ectoparasite as-
sociations with a host species is to identify the parasite species 
involved. Here, we report the first record of ectoparasitism of 
Acanthochelys radiolata by the tick Amblyomma rotundatum.

Acanthochelys radiolata is a chelid turtle endemic to the 
Atlantic Forest region of Brazil. At 2100 h on 17 December 2018, 
CZZ captured a male A. radiolata (16.4 cm SCL) during fieldwork 
in Queixadinha district in the municipality of Baixo Guandu 
(19.55927°S, 40.92386°W; WGS 84), Espírito Santo, Brazil. During 
visual screening in the field, we found 18 ticks adhering to the 
internal parts of the turtle’s limbs and neck (Fig. 1). Three ticks 
had adhered to the right hind limb, five adhered to the right 
front limb, and 10 adhered to the left front limb. These ticks, 
identified as Amblyomma rotundatum, have been previously 
reported on Hieremys annandalii, Rhinoclemmys areolata, R. 
punctularia, Kinosternon scorpioides, Chelonoidis carbonaria, 
C. chilensis, C. denticulata, Gopherus polyphemus, and Testudo 
graeca (Guglielmone and Nava 2010. Zootaxa 2541:27–49). We 
add Acanthochelys radiolata as a host of Am. rotundatum. Ticks 
are vectors of hemogregarine infections, which could reduce 
host hemoglobin concentrations (Burridge and Simmons 2003. 
Vet. Parasitol. 113:289–320). Amblyomma rotundatum has 
been identified as the vector of the hemogregarine Hemolivia 
stellata in giant toads (Petit et al. 1990. Ann. Parasitol. Hum. 
Comp. 65:3–15). In addition, lesions created by ticks may serve 
as sites of pathogen entry and infection (Ernst and Ernst 1977. 
Biotropica 9:139–142). The collected ticks were deposited in the 
tick collection of Coleção Nacional de Carrapatos (CNC–3934), 
Faculdade de Medicina Veterinária, Universidade de São Paulo, 
São Paulo, Brazil.
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Fig. 1. Scinax imbegue being preyed upon by a wandering spider 
(Phoneutria keyserlingi) in Iporanga, Brazil.

Fig. 1. Ticks (Amblyomma rotundatum) attached to Acanthochelys 
radiolata.
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After posting in social media, two friends (Michel de Aguiar Passos and Victor Morais Ghirotto) corrected the identification of the spider


